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MISSA BREVIS ORCHESTRA

2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets in Bb, 2 bassoons

Kyrie

Gloria 2 horns in F, 2 trumpets in Bb, 2 trombones, tuba
Sanctus and Benedictus

Agnus Dei timpani, bass drum, cymbals, tubular bells

satb chorus
score is transposed
durata circa 35 minutes strings

I KYRIE
Kyrie eleison Christe eleison Kyrie eleison Kyrie eleison

IT GLORIA

Gloria in excelsis Deo Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. Laudamus te. Benedicimus te.
Adoramus te. Glorificamus te. Gratiam agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex
coelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens.

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris. Qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis. Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram. Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus Dominus. To solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe. Cum Sancto Spiritu in
gloria Dei Patris.. Amen.

II SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth. Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in
excelsis. Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis.

IV AGNUS DEI
Agnus Dei, qui tolis peccata mundi, misere nobis. Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, misere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.



Composer's Notes for MISSA BREVIS

Many people think that a monk would write religious music because monks are religious people. I must
admit that is not the reason I wrote this mass. I wanted to write a symphony, and I needed a structure upon
which to build the symphony. I chose to use words as a structure, and I picked the Latin mass so that I
would not have to ask for any author's or translator's permission.

I like many forms and styles of music, and my favorite way of listening to music is lying on the floor with
earphones on and lights out. When I do this, it is usually while listening to dark, repetitive music, and so it
turns out the music that I write tends to be dark and repetitive. In fact, I write music with the intention of it
being listened to by solitary listeners with earphones on and lights out, rather than as being performed live
in a hall with an audience (I think it would bore the audience to death, in fact). Another aspect of my
compositions is the tendency to end quietly, almost fading away. I am not sure why I do that - maybe it has
something to do with the expanding universe ending in cold inertness (or is it too haughty of me to think I
am that attuned to the universe?).

This mass starts off with a dark, repetitive, and yearning KYRIE. Not much hope is found in the music,
but that is ok, hope might or might not come later. A listener might notice that the opening brass
countermelody is used as one of the main themes in the AGNUS DEI. That is an intentional repetition - I
like stories and music that wind around themselves and start back at the beginning.

The GLORIA is the kinetic, goofy opposite twin to the KYRIE. Not much more can be said about it.

The SANCTUS begins with bell strokes and flames coming out of angels singing of the mystery of God in
eternity. It then moves into repetitive shouts of Hosanna, and then into the BENEDICTUS.

The BENEDICTUS is surprisingly lush and romantic - I did not know I had that in me. The SANCTUS
bell and flaming angel theme reappears to bring it back to the beginning as well as the ending, which of
course fades out in a lone bassoon line.

The AGNUS DEI brings us back to the beginning with the KYRIE opening brass theme now in the strings
and later in the chorus. I also bring back a harmonic device from the GLORIA found in the chorus and
brass. This movement is the most repetitive in the symphony, and as I was writing it, I had the impression
of a huge wheel spinning and finally running out of steam at the end.

Overall, I am quite pleased with the way the whole thing turned out. I am also immensely appreciative of
John Webber for typesetting it and making it available for others online.

Br. Abraham Newsom

St. Gregory's Abbey



ABRAHAM NEWSOM

MISSA BREVIS

full score  piano reduction

I KYRIE 5 5
II GLORIA 24 21
I1I SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 55 45
1Y% AGNUS DEI 117 89
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