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[The stage is black.  A spotlight comes on, showing MARILYN in sequins. She sits in a wicker

chair, sipping champagne, with the bottle close at hand. After a short time, she stands.]

[If possible, photos of Marilyn at different stages of her life should be projected on the walls.]
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Act 1 Scene 1

You've come to see an opera

Marilyn Monroe, Frank Sinatra, Arthur Miller, Joe DiMaggio
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Marilyn Monroe speaking: Did you 

enjoy 

looking 

at her?
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At me?

Yeah, I knew 

you would.
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Marilyn Monroe: That’s why 

I ditched 

my factory 

job
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and took

a modeling 

job.

And you know what?

It paid off big-time. 

Before long I was on the cover 

Of a magazine!
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Marilyn Monroe:

Completely 

nude,

∑

no clothes 

at all!
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Not a 

stitch on.
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Marilyn Monroespoken:

This was back in the days

When that kind of thing 

was shocking.
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So, all of a sudden, 

I was famous.

And that was very 

enjoyable.

At least at first.

U

I won’t bore you with growing-up

details, which includes a ridiculous 

First marriage.

Who hasn’t had

a ridiculous first marriage

Or maybe two of them.

We’ve all had them,

Not just movie stars.

They’re just ridiculous.
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Young Marilyn:

In the Spring of 1952 Marilyn had begun to be 

courted by baseball legend Joe DiMaggio. 
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What a match we are
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Young Marilyn:. 

The marriage was to last only nine months. Marilyn had had enough. Joe was inconsolable, 

even though his friend Frank Sinatra tried to cheer him up.

Act 1 Scene 5

Where am I now - she's left me
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Young Marilyn:

At a party in 1956, Marilyn met the 

famous playwright Arthur Miller, 

whose play “Death of a Salesman” 

was considered one of the greatest 

events in the history of American 

theater. 
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Marilyn was still considered 

just a starlet, rather than a star,

so their marriage that year was 

looked on with amused disbelief 

both by New York intellectuals 

and Hollywood insiders. 
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I was em bar- ressed- to let my friends hear her.
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They thought I was a fool for
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put ting- up with her.
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That’s what he wrote in his dia ry.-

96

p pp

p

12
8

12
8

12
8

4
4

12
8

4
4

12
8

4
4

12
8

&

‹

&

?
&

?

&

‹

&

?

&

‹

&

?

&

&

?

‰

œ

J œ
œb

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œn

œ#

œn

r
≈ ‰ Œ

œn
œ#

œ
œ
n
n

œ
œ

œ
œ
n

œ
œ

œ
œ
# œ

œ#
n œ

œn
b œ

œ#

œ

œ

n
œ

œn

œ

R ≈ ‰ Œ Œ
œ

œ
œb

œ#

œ

œ œn
œ

‰
œ

j
œb ‰ œ

J

œ
œb

œb Œ Œ œb

œb
œb
œ

œb
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ œb œ œ

œb
œb
œ

œb
œ œb œ œ

œb
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ œb

œn
œ
œn

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œb œb
œb
œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ œ# œ œn ™ œ

j
‰ ‰ Ó™

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ#

œ
œ

œn
œ

œ

œ#

œ

œn

œb
œb
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

‰

œ
œ

œ
œ

œb
œb

œn

œ
œ

œn
œn

Œ œ

J

œ

J

œ
œb

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

œb
œb Œ

œ
œ

œn

œ#

œ
œ

œn
œ

œ

œ#

œ

œn œ

j ‰
œb
œb
œ
œb
œ
œ œb œ œ

œb
œb
œ

œ

œn
œ

œ
œ

œb
œb

œ

œ
œ

œn
œ

œ

j
‰

œb
œb
œb
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œb

œb
œ

103



{

{

{

MM

Pf

That I was an em bar- rass- ment-
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course I read what he had writ ten.- I was an em bar- ras- -
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ment to him! That
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was the be gin- ning- of the end but it las ted- five years.
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It seemed like a perfect match
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But what could I do
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Scene 1A Urgently q=100
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Jack Kennedy was 

known to be a 

compulsive womanizer
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Men
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may laugh at me,

34

f

f

JK

Pf

wo men- may cry, But that's the way I am.
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got to un der- stand- I
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have a job that has to be done and I
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al so- and I al so- and I alal so-- have a
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need for wo men.-
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You've got to rea lize- You've got to rea lize- I've
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got ma ny- ma ny- ma ny- ma ny-
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things to do and I al so- and I alal so-- have a need for
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Scene 1B q=841
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And do some thing- a bout- the way you look! You
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Marilyn Monroe, Jack Kennedy
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I'm not the one who's up to a ny- thing. It's you Jack
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It's you Jack But I don't blame you.
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I for give- I for give- I for -
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That's good to know. I'll take your for give- ness- to
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Good.
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know what you're say ing- ex act- ly.- can I help?
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No,
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of course not.
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lis ten- I'm not some dumb blond, though that's the
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way I'm seen That's not the way I am. I don't see my-
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did n't- use those words. These things youtalk a bout- are all in your head.
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But that's ex act- ly- what I'm say ing:-
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We're
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not talk ing- at all I'm dodo ing-- all the talk ing,-
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and you're not e ven- hear ing- me.
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Do you un der- stand- what I'm say ing?-
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leav ing.- Wait
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just does n't- know what makes me tick This kind of guy al most- makes me sick.
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But I love him so! Or is love the right word?
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I just a dore- him I just a dore- him a dore- a dore- a dore- a dore- a -
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the right word!
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cept- when he shows me the door And tells me to go.
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I ab hor- him a fan cy- word for hate It's not a word I use when I'm run ning late.
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But love and hate are use less- words:
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What we could be is a king and his queen
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And the world would curt sywhen I come and call.
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or I'm seen be side- himon our thrones
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gen- tal- ly- if that's a word I for get- where I first
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met
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him. He seemed nice e nough.-
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But then we met a gain- at some par ty- And you know what
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par ties- are like.

p

He said- He said:
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I know your name My

q=60 accel. q=100
61

My

p

name is Bob by-

q=60 accel. q=100
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name is Ma ri- lyn.-
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Yes,

p

I know your name.

BK

Pf

would you like to dance?

mp

I can'tdance but I can try to do the fox

pp

trot.

rall. 
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rall. 

&

G.P.

∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑

&

G.P.

∑ b ∑
œ
œ

?
∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑

& b
bœ

œ

?

&

‹

&

?

Œ Œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ Œ Œ œ

œ
œ

œ
˙

œb œ Œ Œ

Œ
œ

œ
Ó
œ œ

œ
œ

œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ Œ

Œ

œ
œ œ œ

Œ Œ
œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ

œ Œ Œ
œ
œ œ

œ

œ Œ
œ œ

œb ™ œ

j

œ

œ ‰ œ

J

œ œ
˙ Œ

Ó œ
œ

œ̇ œ œœb œ œ
œn

‰
œ

j
œn œ

˙œ œb
˙ ™

œ

Ó

œ
œ

œb

œ
œ œb

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ œ#

œ# œ
œn

œ œ
œ ‰ œ

j œ
Œ

œ œ œb
‰
œ

J

œ œ œ# ‰ œn

J
œb œ

œ

œ

Œ

˙
˙

œ
œ

˙
˙
b

œ
œ

œ
œb

b
œ œb

œ

œ
œ

˙
˙#

#

Œ

˙
˙n

# ™
™

œ
œ# œ

œn

Œ
œ
œ œb

œb

Œ
˙
˙b

Œ

œ
œn œ

œ

œ
œb

˙
˙

™
™

150



{

{

{

{

Pf pp

q=120 a tempo76

MM

Pf

And

p

I said I can fox trot too
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so we got out on to- the lit lte- dance floor And he took me in his
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arms.
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I
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was with her on the dance floor
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And I felt ve rt- awk ward.-
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To

mf

be on the dance floor with a damn god dess!-

139
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it was like a damn a me- ri- can- dream.
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And

mf

he could real ly- fox trot! He was grace ful- and ve ry-
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MM
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charm ing- I liked him a lot
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But

mp

she was n't- just a sex pot-
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BK

Pf

She was lu mi- nous- She lis tened- to me
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MM

Pf

He lis tened- care ful- ly- to eve ry- thing I said.

mf
162

MM

Pf

He was in te- res- ted- in my think

f

ing.-
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She

mf

asked me if I like po li- tics.- I

mp

asked what's not to like.
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And

f

then he laughed and flashed his grin.
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That Bob by- grin.
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And then she smiled
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That Ma ri- lyn- smile And words bare ly-
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formed in my mouth.
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Pf

I said let's get out of here.

188

MM

Pf

Some

p

place- qui et.-

rall. q=110191

p

rall. 
q=110

MM

Pf

Some place- qui et.-

rall. 194

rall. 
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would
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be un seem- ly.- Un beau- ti- ful.
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would not be at my best. I'll just
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tell you a few fi nal- words and I'll leave it at that.
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this: My pic ture- on a pos ter-- a ride on a rol ler- -
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coas ter!- I ne ver- thought I'd live to
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see the day I'd want to think a bout- the turn ings- of my life.
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I ne ver- thought it would come to this: My hair all blond an
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cur ly- My
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rall.
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re pu- ta- tion- gir lie- gir lie-
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side- me is a lit tle- girl

rall. q=110G.P.
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Wish ing- for a dad dy- In
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side- me is a lit tle- girl
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Who is all there is of me Skip ping- in side- me
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is a lit tle- kid Who is all there is of
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me I'm lost with out- his love
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To bad! That's the way I feel
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That's all there is of me That's all there
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Scene 6A q=84 (a tempo)
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ri- lyn,- you're going to pie ces.-

5

MM

Pf

Yes,
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I'm goiing to pie ces.-

8

MM

BK

Pf

That's
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what I've been tel ling- you.
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Who does it be long- to?

12
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MM

BK

Pf

You and Jack?
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What?!
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did I hear you right?
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My life be longs- to you and Jack?!
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You've got some damn nerve, that's what I say.
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It's a
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lit tle- too late to be think ing- like that.
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did n't- do it, she

Scene 7 q=100 (L'Istesso tempo)
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Scene 7 q=100 (L'Istesso tempo)
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did it to her self- I taught her how to catch a ball But she did n't- real ly- learn If a ny-
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did n't- do it, she did it to her self- I
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taught her how to catch a ball But she did n't- real ly- learn If a ny-
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bo dy- did it, she did it to her self.- He

mp

did n't- do it,
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