vocal score

LONDON
GENTLEMEN

or The Harlot’s Reprieve (after William Hogarth)
Book & Lyrics by John Gehl - Music by John Webber

A young girl is rescued from the notorious procuress Mother
Needham in a daring raid by 18th-century London's greatest artists
and thinkers. They are left exhilarated and determined to embark
on further secret adventures in an 18th century precursor to the
#MeToo movement, ...
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LONDON GENTLEMEN

A Musical Fantasy in Two Acts
Book & Lyrics by John Gehl — Music by John Webber
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Act 1 Scene 1
INTRODUCTION

Cast of Characters
THE HOGARTHS AND GENTLEMEN

Enter Hogarth in front of curtain
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Act 1 Scene 1 Part A
HOGARTH'S Studio

HENNY

Mr Hogarth, do you really have no food at all for me in this great big house --this
fine, elegant

establishment? I am so incredibly hungry! I must have some food!

no. 3 A Lion's Courage
HOGARTH
1 +=96 solo oboe
U T L TR R
\S‘y._ €l ¢
Piano rpe
HOGARTH

Stop pestering me for food. I didn't bring you here to watch you feed your face. I brought you here to
attend to the guests who will be convening here shortly to discuss what can be done to improve the
condition of the wretched poor who clutter all of our doorsteps.
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HOGARTH

A person such as myself needs the courage of a lion to leave his h four ouse in the morning to pay a
simple visit to a friend, I should rather say, lions worthof courage -- one lion's worth of courage to
leap over some wretch snoring on my own doorstep; a second to take me over the different wretch or
wretches-plural on the doorstep of the home I am visiting; and then another leap as I depart that home
on the conclusion of my visit; and yes, then leap again -- this makes four leaps -- as I arrive again at
my doorstep. Of course, | may well have been murdered by now. I remind you again: This is London.
In every doorstep lies a potential murderer. Four doorsteps! I could be murdered four times! ...
Besides, I already gave you a biscuit just two or so hours ago. Many girls such as yourself are not so
lucky.
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Besides, I already gave you a biscuit just two or so hours ago.

Many girls such as yourself are not so lucky

HOGARTH spoken
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Act 1 Scene 1 Part B

HOGARTH
But you have to understand: Many, many, MANY girls and boys are hungry. That is why I am an
artist. But stay here until I return. I have some other business to attend to

no. 4 The Way of the World
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HOGARTH

Yes, thousands of young girls are in that very same predicament. [ will certainly point that problem
out in my satirical engravings. Don't worry yourself. You have good looks, intelligence, and high
spirits. Your future is assured, I feel certain. Take my word for it.
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Thank you sir. You are a
lovely person, and a very
cheerful, good-looking, They dfznce together sweetly —
76 mature man. I like you. more like a curtsey than a dance.
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HOGARTH
Then I would

I wish I were twenty or thirty years younger.

HOGARTH
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My feelings are mixed sir. I'm a young
girl. Although extremely hungry, I

respect your position.
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I know. I love young girls.
106 However, I think we should part.
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JANE

Act 1 Scene 1 Part C

What in Jesus name is going on? I don't like what I am seeing and hearing. "You love young" girls indeed.

HENNY

Yes ma'am. Thank you ma'am.

Act 1 Scene 1 Part D

no. 5 Living Together
JANE & WILLIAM HOGARTH
HOGARTH JANE

Do you still love me, Jane?

Of course I still love you. We're married...
We live together as man and wife.
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your fondness for tarts.

JANE

Jane, you touch my heart.
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Act 1 Scene 1 Part E

HOGARTH

That's not true, not true at all. I also think of drunks, and muggers, and pickpockets, and jailers,
and murderers. I think of the people in the streets and in the tavern§s, and I think of people in

their kitchens and bedrooms. I am an artist, Jane. I think of other things than tarts. I seek

knowledge and experience. I think always of my art, and always of life.

< 0 .
no. 6 The Artist's Life
JANE & WILLIAM HOGARTH
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Act 1 Scene 1 Part F

JANE
How nice that you assure me that you have such pure and moral motives for tramping through

the slums and parks and every other place where tarts hang out. I feel so comforted.
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HOGARTH
What?! Oh dear Lord, we can't keep them waiting in the downstairs foyer. These are the greatest
men in London and the greatest of this century, along with myself of course. Jane, please greet
them for me. Henny, you stay with me while Miss Jane is gone to fetch my guests.
(Exit JANE to greet the guests.)
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no. 7 Act 1 Scene 2 Part A

HOGARTH'S Studio

1 Playfully J=100
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HOGARTH
Henny, my child, this is an important assignment for you. If you perform it well I will
give you a good recommendation for your employment search. I wish you well, dear
girl. I really do. But don't dwell on our meeting earlier today in the park. Forget it
ever happened.
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HENNY
No painters, sir? No engravers?
HOGARTH

I am the painter and I am the engraver. None other is needed, because none other is
worthy of this assemblage of London's most distinguished personages. Oh, I forgot Dean
Jonathan Swift, who has given us the remarkable "Gulliver's Travels." You must read it,
he's an absolutely brilliant man, who thinks better of horses than he does of humans. I

17  think he has a point. Oh, now here they are. Stand up. Stand up! Stand up!
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7 -
SV
[Y)
Pf
D
e I,; -

(HENNY and HOGARTH stand; enter

JOHNSON, POPE, FIELDING, GOLDSMITH, GARRICK, and SWIFT, who arrange themselves
around the room, but who will individually stand again and move around as the discussion
proceeds.)
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Yes, welcome to all. I am honored that you've come today, and honored and humbled that

you are my friends. Henny, our serving girl today, will bring you your drinks of ale.

HOGARTH (Speaking)
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no. 8

DR JOHNSON
I mean people. Bookstores. Laughter. Games. Shopping.People drinking coffee, people drinking tea.

Playfully .=84

Act 1 Scene 2 Part B

London Living
Dr. JOHNSON & GENTLEMEN
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Playfully =84
P e e . Eg;g;;g
Of— 77 | 7T L e e
. Q) T - o
Piano ‘i
- 1) 1) 1) 1)
“Je A~ & < |74 & L7 |74 r L7 |74 r ¥ |74 -
7K ¢ 77— P 7—1 P 7—1 P 7—
6 rall.
Y R - - -
: ! : ! [ — [ [ [ [
lead - ing Lon - don lives That is what I mean by
rall.
LT3 ——F — S e £ [
ANSY @ ek | [ I & ok 1 —
0, — v — -
" E;

DRRN 1) D) 1) )
halll R ] (] 1”4 ? 2 [ 1”4 Y 2 [ Y - ]
y_A—s 7 f PS 7 f PS 7 f 7
10-=48 -=100 tempo di foxtrot

- rm—
o) S ._F—P—p > S —
N —— 3 f S o 1 ™ i i i ;jj o —
| N | T — 7 | |74 | | & ] |
! — = ' —
life. Lon-don li ¥ing Lon don life, Lon-don joy in a Lon-don rife with abound-ing plea- sure,
/=48 =100 tempo di foxtrot
o) P N N N N A\
2 £. 2. T T [ I
m 7 P VA Y 7 / / VA VA
g Y 4 3
Pf J J
J b il . L .
o) ——+ 1 o ———o——
i — = e

Y



SJ

Pf

SJ

Pf

SJ

Pf

SJ

Pf

51

&
Yy i —— - C’E }E %
4 P [ 17 | |
A 14 — I  I—| — 7
——

A

—

Lon-don li ¥ing

:
?

= 0 e
[ R — — o r r 4
e s |4 4
e - "4 |
o e B e
W { {
22
- rm—
)y et ‘_P—Fg';ﬁ — ] ] o —
s 0 1 —— 1 Jﬂ
h Y j “

Lon don life,

Lon-don fog can't be cut with a knifein a Lon-don a-bound-ingin plea-sure. And

Ne

S S

4
|

7 2

Biviyy

e

NN

—
ER

o

o ”2F I

1l

I
o

I

N

[

Tired of London?___

e

—7 A 7 f -
I 71 J~1"7
& o :
¢ —_ = 8 B |y By B
'-'- ® hq K< ?\’-4 N <
%F . i ® o / Y7 ;" A— ) —
i i p= >
’ — L _d w

I

NS

Ne

e

. e e 2

| —

For li-ving in Lon-don of-fers all that life af-fords and

|

]

|

gj

o

X )
,
e
Ne

: &

L 18

~N
~

o

ﬁ
:




P:

in

1]

ving

L“

it
Li
I

liv-ing

is

makes you want to

T

Lon-don

[—

ev-ry girl and boy

Lon-don

-

—

in

T?T

e
Li-ving

-r—

is__ Hea-ven for

e

1) &

i

-

DY

N

2

S —"

T—

Lon-don

break in-to dance

b

all of life's re- wards.

joy

1S

Lon-don makes you

gives to Lon-don-ers
be

Lon-don

39
53

45

D) i
m ’ L
| | W
p==
HI LI
p== s va v
“H .
(YA
NW A
L]
Ll melr
AN
w.mwnv IDIM
1l

52
SJ
SJ
SJ

b v 2 |

2

[

== — be

) & & &
L@ @ & &
b & & &

0

v oy

SWIFT
shouted!
And why not dance?
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Then why notprance Dr Johnson?
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JOHNSON spoken Then why not
(Though not myself a dancer
I often feel the need to prance.)
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Act 1 Scene 2 Part C

his friend Hester Thrale appears, and they dance as in a dream

DR JOHNSON

I don't know the
steps! ... Ah, Mrs
Hester Thrale!...
Would you care to
use this occasion to
give me a little

lesson?
78  starting slowly J=54 accel. =74 accel.
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Act 1 Scene 2 Part D

no. 9 In Some Unknown Future
Dr. JOHNSON & GENTLEMEN

DR JOHNSON

The mind is never satisfied with the objects immediately before it, but is always breaking away
from the present moment, and losing itself in dreams of future felicity... The natural flights of the
human mind are not from pleasure to pleasure in the

Peacefully =84
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That is an excellent observation, Dr Johnson. However, in the present case, our room here is very
large and in any case it's evident that our friend Goldsmith can no longer hear us, because as you can
see he has moved as far away from us as he can get -- and he seems quite entranced by that young

girl Henny.
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Act 1 Scene 2 Part E

HOGARTH
Godspeed to you both. Dr Goldsmith, we will look forward to your return both to our company and to

your more usual state of exuberance. Perhaps when you do we will, once more, enjoy your dancing on the
table, Dr Goldsmith. Again, sir, Godspeed.

They exit EXCEPT Swift, Garrick, Pope
& Henny. ATTACCA NO 9

Act 1 Scene 2 Part F
no. 11, In Pursuit Of My Dreams
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POPE LIG
63 Oh dear. Oh dear.
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ACT TWO
HOGARTH'S Studio

Act 2 Scene 1 Part A

Act 2 Scene 1 Part B

Act 2 Scene 1 Part C

There is a silence as the gentlemen look at one another. HOGARTH seems devastated.
JANE joins him downstage as the other gentlemen remain where they are, in
conversation the viewers cannot hear.
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JH

Pf

JANE

Billy, you look just dreadful. What can I do?
HOGARTH
Nothing. This is all my fault, all my fault. I feel [ am going mad.

JANE

Have some ale, Billy. Put this sad business behind you.

JANE

ACTTWO
Act 2 Scene 1 Part D
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I have lost my mind. If the girl's at Mother Needham's, Needham's friend Colonel Charteris will rape that

poor sweet girl! That is what that monster does, it is his specialty!

JANE

Billy, you can't right every wrong. Get back to your work. But the rest of you: take action!

Take Action
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If wis-dom canturn
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The girl's imprisonment shall not not stand! It is time to turn thoughts into action! Jane
Hogarth is right: that girl Henny is one of our own. Gather around me now.I am forming a
war council. We gentlemen are called to save that girl! We must be single-minded now
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Jane Hogarth
Mezzo-soprano

David Garrick
Tenor

Oliver Goldsmith
Tenor

Bass Solo

William Hogarth
Baritone

Samuel
Johnson
Bass

Henry Fielding
Bass

Jonathon Swift
Bsss

Piano

Act 2 Scene 1 Part E

no. 13

London Gents
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GARRICK

I see many difficulties ahead.

DR JOHNSON

So do I. But nothing will ever be attempted if all objections must first be overcome. Saddle up and be on
your way!

FIELDING

We must be steadfast. We must urge ourselves on!

no. 14 Saddle Up
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Act 2 Scene 2

CUT TO EXTERIOR. NIGHT:
FIELDING and GARRICK are riding
side-by-side on a country road.
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GARRICK
He's thrown a shoe. Oh dear Lord. We're in the middle of nowhere. What should I do?
FIELDING
Give him a stern talking to.
GARRICK
You're joking.
FIELDING
I've been known to make jokes.
GARRICK
This is no time to make one. It's almost midnight.
FIELDING
Shall I wait an hour and tell my joke just before one o'clock?
GARRICK

Sir, we're not in a Henry Fielding novel!
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Act 2 Scene 3

EXTERIOR, AFTERNOON. On the street outside of Mother Needham's establishment in London.

SWIFT

Give her no further thought.
POPE

All right. But I'm not a worm.
SWIFT

I've already told you that.

POPE

And I believe you. I'm not a worm.

no. 15 I'm Not A Worm
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Act 2 Scene 4 Part A

HOGARTH'S Studio

Act 2 Scene 4 Part B

HOGARTH'S Privy

CUT TO: DR JOHNSON pounding outside on door of privy

DR JOHNSON
Cout! Come out at once!
You've been in there forever.
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GOLDSMITH DR JOHNSON DR JOHNSON
[from inside the Yes you can. Finish Yes you can. Finish
privy] I can't. I'm your business and your business and
still exerting come out, you come out, you
myself. beastly man! beastly man!
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I Feel Much Better

JOHNSON GOLDSMITH
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DR JOHNSON
Since I am commander-in-chief, assisted by Mr Hogarth, you must trust my judgement. I'm sure
I'll have work for you to do before all this affair is over. But for now I must focus on my own

grave responsibity as the commander.

Samuel
Johnson
Bass

Piano

no. 18

Act 2 Scene 4 Part C
HOGARTH'S Studio

Commander in Chief
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JANE

Dr Johnson, I've been horribly
negligent toward you. Would
you like to have another pot

of tea?
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DR JOHNSON
Yes indeed. It's good for
the soul. Tea's proper use
is to amuse the idle, relax
the studious, and aid the
digestion of those who do
not exercise and are
incapable of abstinence.
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no. 19

Proper Use Of Tea
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how it makes me feel! No-thing is more ma-gi-cal than tea
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Act 2 Scene 5
Cut by lighting to: EXTERIOR, NIGHT. -- FIELDING and GARRICK
remain lost in the countryside.

FIELDING

Oh dammit, dammit, dammit, why am I here? Enmeshed in mud and muck!. I would rather be anywhere else,
doing anything else.

GARRICK

Nothing more specific? Let your imagination fly sir!

no. 20 Two Men Dancing Fielding
GARRICK & FIELDING With fine
ladies, of
FIELDING ‘ GARRICK course. Any
| Jog I would rather be dancing! Ah. Dancing with whom, sir? of them.
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5) Dance.... Well,
Fielding

No fine ladies.
Then we shall

Garrick.. ' ' ' have to do the best
I see no fine ladies here, sir. I see nothing but mud , and with what we
muck—and you, and me. I see no fine ladies, here in all this  haye... Shall we
mud. dance, sir?
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Well why not You may take my hand sir
Garrick
But let us first step over there
a little, to free us of this mud.
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Very wise,sir...
There...Now
we may begin.
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Two men
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no-thing else to

dan - cing
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la - dy now would make this all worthwhile
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That's just the Eng-lish way.

That's not sur - pri - sing

That's just the Eng-lish way.

That's not sur - pri - sing
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Transition

no. 21
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Act 2 Scene 6
Interior of a carriage, LATE MORNING. POPE and SWIFT)

SWIFT
Let's take a jaunt and see the sights. That should clear your brain and give you a fresh outlook on the world.
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Act 2 Scene 7

INTERIOR OF A CARRIAGE, LATE MORNING. POPE and SWIFT

no. 22

London At It's Worst

POPE & SWIFT
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no. 23

Act 2 Scene 8

Outside MOTHER NEEDHAM'S Mansion

NEEDHAM'S GIRLS

Siren Song

the ladies of Mother Needham's house sing and dance to entice customers.
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Parade of Girls
MOTHER NEEDHAM

no. 24
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Act 2 Scene 9

Inside MOTHER NEEDHAM'S Mansion

WOMAN (Le.,
MOTHER
NEEDHAM) SWIFT
Which of our girls I wish to see
1 do you wish to see?  them all.
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That is your opinion, and you are wrong. You
know nothing about worms. He is a bent little
worm and you are an over-fed buffoon. Get out
WOMAN of my house at once, or my servant will have
You want to see them ALL? [ have 17 girls here our Mr Dollar, an animal, throw you into the
now. You don't have sufficient stamina for that. gutter.
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Act 2 Scene 10
SWIFT and POPE back in their carriage.
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I got out. It seemed the prudent thing to do. She
threatened to have me thrashed by some brute in her
employ, a Mr. Dollar or some such. Mr Dollar, indeed.
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Act 2 Scene 11

CUT TO INTERIOR, AFTERNOON, HOGARTH'S STUDIO.
THEY ARE ALL BACK TOGETHER NOW.

HOGARTH

It's a pleasure to have all of you gentlemen back here again, safe and sound.
FIELDING

Our horses are dead, mine and Mr Garrick's, from the stress they were subjected to.
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DR JOHNSON

As commander I add my own thanks, but I must offer you also a new challenge, since
we have not yet accomplished our mission. It seems clear now that the girl Henny is
being held somewhere in the house of this so-called Mother Needham. To fulfill our
mission our entire group must storm that house tonight, and stealthily retrieve the
missing girl. We will strike in dead of night. Be ready to leave here at midnight.
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DR JOHNSON (continued)
We must persevere. Great works are achieved not by strength but by perseverance. We
will persevere, and we will prevail!
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Act 2 Scene 12 Part A

Outside MOTHER NEEDHAM'S Mansion

no. 25

Quiet! We must surprise them
GOLDSMITH HOGARTH POPE SWIFT & JOHNSON

HOGARTH

So your mission is simplicity itself: get in, get the girl, and get out.
Then we can all go back to my house, where Mrs Hogarth will

us a meal worthy of marauding conquerors, which is what we will
have been. Let's go to our stations. At three o'clock we strike!
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Act 2 Scene 12 Part B
THE SURPRISE PARTY

POPE [They use whistles and noisemakers to make extra noise at the same time as
It is time raise the dead. [t Dean Swift presses happily on the house chimes. Their enjoyment intensifies
is time to make holy hell. when MOTHER NEEDHAM finally opens the door, in a state of shock. They

make horrible faces, and DR JOHNSON exaggerates his normal blinks and

twitches. POPE imitates Johnson.]
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POPE (continued)
You want to see a worm in action? Here's a worm in action!
MOTHER NEEDHAM faints outrageously, almost in a death spiral.
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Act 2 Scene 12 Part C
CUT TO EXTERIOR, NIGHT, THE REAR OF MOTHER NEEDHAM'S MANSION.

GOLDSMITH (at the window)

The window is locked.
HOGARTH

Of course the window is locked.

GOLDSMITH

I can't break the window. It's private property.
Breaking it would be against the law.
HOGARTH

Break it! . .
Just go ahead and break the window. Everything
we're doing is illegal. That's why it is called
56 +=84 atempo breaking-and-entering.
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SWIFT (calling up from below)
Break it, and break it now, or I'll GOLDSMITH
break your head. Break the Have the horses ready to carry the
damned thing! girl and 'all of the rest of us back to
(GOLDSMITH breaks the GOLDSMITH . Hogarth's house.
. ic-to-ry! We are in
60 window and enters the house.)
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Act 2 Scene 13 Part A
HOGARTH'S Studio

GARRICK
Dr Johnson, what do you think about our
little adventure rescuing that sweet little girl?
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DR JOHNSON
Think? Don't get me started on
what I'm thinking! We don't have
time in the day, or the week or
the month, for me to tell you
what I'm thinking!
FIELDING
19 Then what are you feeling, sir?
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DR JOHNSON
I am divinely exhilarated! I am thrilled as I
have not bee thrilled since I finished writing
the entries for the letter 'E' in my dictionary. I
am ecstatic -- which is one of the'E' words.
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JANE

I haven't forgotten your pot of tea, sir. And the
girl is downstairs toiling at honest work in my
kitchen to earn her keep in this household and her
honour in civil society. She seems very happy. In
fact, it is my understanding that our valued
footman Ralph Lozon, is smitten with. He has
offered her a proposal of marriage, and our

5 Henny has accepted

0 m
P’ A
[ an) =
SV

)

'

v,,: —

DR JOHNSON

I'm glad. Dear Madam Jane, you led us correctly: Rescuing
the gir was the right thing to do. Bring her to us now... Ah,
she is here already. IT IS A MIRACLE!
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Act 2 Scene 13 Part B

HENNY arrives with the promised ale and tea.

no. 26 Entirely New

HENNY

DR JOHNSON
Miss Henny,tell us your thoughts, please. I'm sure we would all love
to hear the thoughts of such a pretty young girl who has overcome

36 =150 so much. If you please, my dear. Tell me your thoughts.
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HENNY
Yes, sir, if you wish.
DR JOHNSON
Are you the same old girl
we knew before?
HENNY
43 rall. No sir. I am entirely new. =150
# [ |
uy S8 - - - - - P S S L S E——— - —
'\:J)’n 7 P S “'\./é /A — ( AR
I'm_ new all o-ver now
rall =150

CYECRE
v N8l

o el
el
I

(Y1 A
o
%

o ete o . ,*
, oo 1~
i~ = e ¥ ¥ e PS— i — —
A |  — PN P P et I I I I I I !
i ¢ ¢ ¢ A ——
51
) 4 — | —
HY (ot T # o oo P Feo o = o o+
ry) y — ® o' oo L——
New to me, new to thee, new to the world. I'm an ap-ple tree,I'm a bum-ble bee, I'm a
f) 4 | | P I I I L
o L | |

Pf

@
|
i
}



165

h-

h‘

56
() 4

L3

4@

sun, glad as a

a

glad

rain,

clo-ver now Glad as

I'm all in

flag un- furled.

=

2

-

H‘

=]

hf\

() #

=

62

o
=

un - sur-passed I'm a con-non blast I'm a

N
N

|

1 1 N
TN < | |
T
L Pan 1
N 1 N T N ™
1% =
— | |
1~
o
pan
] R
Pin
P
o
1 T
N
A
—+H =
o1
T 2 YN ™
1 o
T S ™ N
(a\{ Syl Nu
& R=d
gy 4
N e N
N—
Gy
-9

rall.

69

y AW
[ an WL
NV

to be whirled

top

=

o o

>

oo, »

f -
|

r

rall.

=

accel.

48

J

B ——

&

y_4
e (&

<
/

Ml L0

HY

73

I
1
"t

() #

)’ 4
y 4%
[ fan
SV
)

than

and my heart is just more

love
accel.

I'm in

48

J

H

HY

o) E




Hl

me

®
L

e

rall.
rall.

rr

A3

-

yet my head has returned to

be
=
[

L.
be - fore.

be - fore.

love,

in

I'm

I'd ne-ver seen a-ny thing

I see like I'd ne-ver seen a-ny thing

see like

o
=120

JRjC -
[1e—

¢

thril-ling to swim a-shore

accel.
accel.
=

I

H=

=120

|

I

T

wil-ling
heart says i'ts

J

-t
”

' XX-J
) HL
My - I
()«
y AW
[ fanY
7 H
bl CF )
() #
[ fanY
Al - 20"
()«
i
Al - 20"

() 4

HY [t

NV

e e e e

79 =72
92

100

108

166
HY



no. 27

167

London Genltemen Reprise

.S"VVIFT

COMPANY

[ understand why you like the 'K' words, Dr Johnson. They
are among my favourites too. Which ones do you like best?
Do you like the word 'kill'?
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DR JOHNSON and DEAN SWIFT
huddle together to discuss the 'K' words among them.
We hear the discussion focus on the words 'kill', 'killer,’
and 'killing' until we can no longer hear what they are saying.
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