John Webber

THINGOL AND MELION

for orchestra

(<5199913



for Caroline

JOHN WEBBER 99-13
THINGOL AND MELION

for orchestra

ORCHESTRA

2 FLUTES, 2 OBOES, 2 CLARINETS IN A, 2 BASSOONS
2 HORNS IN F, 2 TRUMPETS IN Bb, 2 TROMBONES

3 TIMPANI, 4 TIMBALES

VIBRAPHONE (OR SYNTHESIZER)

PIANO

STRINGS

DURATA CIRCA 11 MINUTES

SCORE PRINTED IN C
THINGOL AND MELIAN

§31 Thus it came to pass that Elu-thingol (Elwé Singollo) and many of his folk abode in Beleriand and went not to Valinor.

Melian was a maia, of the race of the Valar. She dwelt in the gardens of Olofantur, and among all his folk there was none more beautiful
than she, nor more wise, nor more skilled in songs of enchantment. It is told that the gods would leave their business, and the birds of
Valinor their mirth, that the bells of Valmar were silent and the fountains ceased to flow, when at the mingling of the light Melian sang in
Lorien. Nightingales went always with her, and she taught them their song. She loved the deep shadow of trees; but she was akin, before
the world was made, unto Yavanna herself, and on a time she departed from Valinor on a long journey into the Hinter Lands, and there she
filled the silence of Arda before the dawn with her voice and with the voice of her birds.

§32 Now it came to pass that when their journey was near its end the folk of Elwé rested long and dwelt in Beleriand beyond Gelion; and
King Elwé went often throught the great woods, for he had friendship with the Noldor who lay to the westeward, and with Finwé their
lord. And it chanced on a time that he came alone to the starlit wood of Nan Elmoth, and there on a sudden he heard the song of
nightingales. Then an enchantment fell upon him, and he stood still; and afar off beyond the voices of the 16melindi* he heard the voice of
Melian, and it filled all his heart with wonder and desire. He forgot then utterly his folk and all the purpose of his mind, and following the
birds under the trees he passed deep into Nan Elmoth and was lost. But he came at last to a glade open to the stars, and there Melian stood;
and out of the darknes he beheld her with hands outstretched, and the light of Aman was in her face.

No one word she spoke; but beng filled with love EIwé came to her and took her hand; and straightway a spell was laid on him, so that he
stood thus, hand in hand, while long years were measured by the wheeling of the stars above them; and the trees of Nan Elmoth grew tall
and dark ere they spoke any word one to another.

*lomelindi: ‘dusk singers’ = nightingales
JRR TOLKIEN

QUENTA SILMARILLON

Chapter 4
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